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How to make your photos brighter

1: Switch your camera to Program mode by turning the mode dial to
‘P

2: Press the exposure compensation button. This is normally labeled
with a plus and minus symbol — check your manual for details.

3: Set the compensation to a positive value to deliberately overex-
pose the shot — a setting of +1 will be twice as bright as normal and a
good starting point. Some DSLRs require that the compensation but-
ton be held as you make this adjustment.

4: If the result isn’t bright enough, choose a bigger number, like +1.5
or even +2. If the result is too bright, choose a smaller number like
+0.5 or +0.3. It’s all about experimenting.

5: After taking your photo, set the compensation back to zero or all
your photos will be brighter than normal. Finally if desired, set the
mode dial back to Auto.

Watch out!

Don’t assume the screen on the back of your DSLR is always giving an
accurate representation of your photo. Depending on the screen’s
brightness settings and the surrounding light, you may find your pho-
tos look darker or lighter than they actually are. Reading the histo-
gram can reveal if your photo is properly exposed — see forthcoming
workshop — but to play safe, simply take two photos. One with expo-

sure compensation and
E100

one without just to make
A1.8..1.2
o

sure.
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How to take better sunset and sunrise photos

1: Switch your camera to Program mode by turning the mode dial to
‘P

2: Press the exposure compensation button. This is normally labeled
with a plus and minus symbol — check your manual for details.

3: Set the compensation to a negative value to deliberately underex-
pose the shot — a setting of -1 is a good starting point. Some DSLRs
require that the compensation button be held as you make this ad-
justment.

4: If the result is still too bright, choose a bigger number, like -1.5 or
even -2. If the result is too dark, choose a smaller number like -0.5 or -
0.3.

5: After taking your photo, set the compensation back to zero or all
your photos will be darker than normal. Finally if desired, set the
mode dial back to Auto.

Expert tip

If you’d also like to include a person in front of the sunrise or sunset,
just popup your built-in flash to illuminate them. If the person is too
dark, either increase your flash compensation setting (see your man-
ual) or move a little closer to them. Alternatively, use an external
flashgun for more power.

How to take portraits with a “fill-in’ flash

1: Switch your camera to Program mode by turning the mode dial to
‘P

2: Popup your built-in flash. On some models you'll press a button
labeled with a lightening symbol, while on others you’ll manually lift
the flash open. Check your manual.

3: Simply take the photo as before. Your camera will balance the light
from the flash and the background.

4: If the person is now too bright, either set your flash compensation
settings to a negative value, or simply stand back a little.

5: After taking your photo, push the flash back down for protection
and if desired, set the mode dial back to Auto mode.
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Blurring water for a creative effect

1: Switch your camera to Shutter Priority mode by turning the mode
dial to ‘Tv

2: Choose a slower than normal shutter speed to blur the water. 1/30
is a good starting point.

3: Check your photo. If the water isn’t blurred enough, choose a
slower shutter speed like 1/15 or 1/8. Note you may need a tripod or
an anti-shake system to avoid camera shake —see below.

4: In shutter priority, your camera will work out the aperture setting
for you. If the f-number starts flashing though, it means it can’t bal-
ance the shot. In this example, the exposure may be too long, so if
your sensitivity (ISO) is already at the lowest number, you'll have to
choose a slightly quicker shutter speed until the f-number stops flash-
ing.

5: After taking your photo, remember to set the mode dial back to
Auto or Program mode.

Watch out!

As you reduce the shutter speed, you become more susceptible to
camera shake. People vary, but if you're using a kit lens zoomed-out
to wide angle without any kind of anti-shake, the slowest handheld
exposure you’ll normally get away with is about 1/30. If you naturally
shake, you may need at least 1/60, but if you're very steady, then you
may be ok at 1/15. If you zoom-in at all, you’ll need faster exposures

to compensate for the
1/250«<—— 0100

greater magnification.
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How to blur action shots

1: Switch your camera to Shutter Priority mode by turning the mode
dial to ‘Tv

2: Choose a slower shutter speed which will blur the action. 1/60 is a
good starting point.

3: Follow the subject through the viewfinder as you take the picture.
Make sure you keep moving the camera as you press the button.

4: If the background isn’t sufficiently blurred, choose a slower shutter,
such as 1/30 or 1/15. If the action is too blurred, choose a faster shut-
ter like 1/125.

5: After taking your photo, remember to set the mode dial back to
Auto or Program (P) mode.

Watch Out!

1: If your camera or lens has anti-shake facilities, they might get con-
fused by the panning motion. Some models have a special setting for
panning. Other, newer models, can automatically detect panning.
Check your manual, but if yours has neither, it’s best to switch the
anti-shake off while taking these kind of photos.
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